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iving up a glamorous and

lucrative job travelling the

world as chiet mechanic of a

Formula 1 team to become a

sculptor is, at first glance,
quite an unusual move. But for Alastair
Gibson it represented an opportunity to
combine his twin passions of motor sport
and sculpture, while being able to spend
more time with his Family.

It is not just the fact that Gibson, 47, has
chosen to be a sculptor that is unusual, it is the
medium he has opred to work with — carbon
fibre.

While there are examples of other
contemporary artists who have used it, he is
unique as a specialist carbon artist. Carbon
fibre provides the common link between his
old and new lives, since it is used extensively in
the manufacture of Formula 1 cars.

An incredibly versartile matenal, it is
extremely light but strong and, with irs
distinctive pattern derived from the weave of
the carbon fibre sheer, it is visually striking,
oo,

Alastair was chicf mechanic for the
Brackley-based ream BAR-Honda, which
subscquently morphed into BrawnGP, winning
eight Grands Prix and the World
Championship driver’s and constructor’s titles
in 2009 with Jenson Butron and Rubens
Barichello.

Although Alastair announced his decision to
leave at the end of 2007, he stayed on for the
first three races of 2008, in order to help his
successor make a smooth transition. In early
April 2008, he became a full-time carbon arnst.

The sceds for his switch had actually been
sown long before then. Born in Johannesburg,
South Africa, the diversity of marine life he saw
when on family holidays inspired him to begin
carving wood.

He even took after-school art classes ar one
stage but, with a racing mechanic — Alastair
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